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00:45 
CD: Jack if you could introduce yourself and tell us where you come 
from originally. 


JE: I’m Jack R. Evans and uh, I grew up in a small town in California 
named Corcoran. C-O-R-C-O-R-A-N. And uh, I arrived in that small 
farm community at age 2 and stayed there until 3 days after 
graduating from high school when I enlisted in the navy and uh, from 
there I went to boot camp and uh, was assigned to the battleship 
Tennessee in August of 1941 which was located at Long Beach, 
California. I reported aboard the 7“ of August and we sailed the next 
day to Hawaii and my destiny (laughs). And uh, it was uh, it was an 
interesting trip and of course I, I’m new uh, navy man, I’m seventeen 
years old and uh, there’s so many people on (02:00) the ship at this 
time that they didn’t have any lockers for us, they didn’t have any 
bunks for us to sleep on, they didn’t have a lot of things, so uh I slept 
in a hammock, I lived out of a sea bag and a ditty bag. I had uh, we 
had rationed our water so I got a half a bucket of water a day to wash 
my clothes, to do my toiletries and to bath in. And uh, I had to buy the 
bucket and a pad lock to keep it locked up with. So it was, so it was a 
very interesting experience and uh, and uh kind of primitive and uh I 
slept in that hammock until after Pearl Harbor and, and I finally made 
seaman first (03:00), later in December of that year and then I 
graduated into a cot. And I was making 36 dollars a month, so if you 
calculate how much pay I got for the few hours of the attack by the 
Japanese, I didn’t get much money for that. And uh, I was in the 
uniform of that day, for that day... 


03:28 
CD: I’m going to stop you right there I don’t want to quite get into 
that. What was your rank and title and job aboard the Tennessee? 


03:44 

JE: I was a seaman second class and uh, I was a look out. My job was 
to uh, stand where ever they told me to stand and uh, (04:00) and 
search for other ships on the water or objects in the water, or objects 
in the air and I had to report these to uh, the central control station. 


And if I didn’t spot these things before the officer of the deck spotted 
them I was in deep clover, you know, it was very difficult situation so 
we really paid attention to our job and uh, searched with care and 
diligence. And we stood watches four hours on, eight hours off around 
the clock, so we stood lots of watches. During the day light we were in 
the foretop and the maintop and during night time hours we were 
down on the bridge, where, where we were in calling distance of the 
officer on the deck (05:00) and uh, we could report faster and uh we 
were really do duty is what I’m trying to say. 


05:13 

CD: What was that ship to you, that big battleship to you? What does 
that mean to you a young second class seaman just off a farm and a 
small community? 


05:27 

JE: Well, it, it, of course it was my home and I lived there and I took 
all my meals there, I did everything there and it was very rare I got to 
shore and uh, I felt good about it and uh, it was an experience in my 
life that I felt offered me something, I wasn’t exactly sure what, I had 
gone onboard (06:00) and asked to get in the aviation unit and they 
said ‘no, no its all full you can’t do that’ but if you still wanted in six 
months, put a special request in for it, so I did all those things and 
eventually got to where I wanted to be which was in the aviation unit 
and I was able then to uh, get promoted quite rapidly. I was promoted 
to first class petty officer on the first of May, 1943, which was, even 
for war time was pretty fast. Uh, as soon as I was able to I put in for 
flight training, and I had to convince the senior aviator to sign it, but 
that took me a little while to do but he finally agreed, and signed it, 
and I (07:00) was sent to navy pilot training then in June of 1943. At 
the time I was a first class navy ordinance man. I went to flight 
training and pursued my navel career, became a navy pilot in which 
capacity I served for 33 1/2 years. So it was the beginning of a new 
home to be on this battleship. 


07:35 

CD: Jack, could you explain, could you articulate, I guess the sense of 
pride is the only word I can bring out, the big battleship roaming the 
sea. 


JE: Well, of course in those days the battleship was the ship of the line 
and we expected all the big battles (08:00) that are to be won, will be 
won by battleships, so most of the people in the navy wanted to be on 
battleships. So it was really something that was, for the wrong 
reasons, but we looked forward to that. And later, starting with Pearl 
Harbor uh, it turned out airpower had arrived, and of course that’s 


where I wanted to be was wit h the airpower 


08:30 
CD: Can you describe what Hawaii was like when you came into Pearl 
Harbor in the fall of 1941? 


JE: Uh, I had no experience with the tropics, so when I first entered 
tropical waters and I saw the beautiful shades of green and also you 
could see (09:00) for great distance in the water inn some places and 
the palm trees were swaying and, and I thought it was wonderful you 
know, it was sort of like a dream. Actually there was no air 
conditioning in those days, so it did get pretty hot below deck and, 
and that’s why we had our uniform of the day as white shorts, skive 
shirts and then our shoes and socks and the white cap. Uh, it was a 
wonderful place, and, and I loved the trips I made to Waikiki Beach 
and of course lots of opportunities to see the hula girls performing, it 
was, it was really a nice place (10:00) I thought. 


10:03 
CD: Where you aware that the Japanese had it in for the US? 


JE: Uh, in uh, I had just graduated from high school in June, of 41, 
and uh in one of my history classes my teacher always had current 
events and he would bring Time... 


10:33 
CD: Jack I have to stop you, sorry. 


10:36 
CD: How did you become aware of the tensions between Japan and 
the US? 


JE: This, this, I was talking about a, a history teacher who had current 
events as part of his teaching program and he covered the significant 
things in the news and so I was aware (11:00) of the, the war that 
had already started between Germany and the beginning of the Free 
West Organization and I was aware of all the Japanese activities going 
in to Manchuria and China and moving down towards the South East 
area where they wanted oil, um. I knew there was friction between 
the United States and Japan, I didn’t know it was anywhere near an 
actual attack and so when the...yes... 


11:44 
CD: We got a train out. (background noise) 


12:11 


CD: If we could go back to where you were talking about there was 
friction between Japan and the US. 


JE: Yes, I had learned, enough about world affairs that I was pretty 
well informed about the war that had already started in Europe and 
the aims of the Japanese in the East, and that they had invaded 
Manchuria and China and were moving down towards Vietnam and 
Laos and the whole general area down in Southeast Asia. So I was 
aware of all that, but I didn’t know they were anywhere close to 
attacking (13:00) us and when we finally did get attacked I couldn’t 
tie the two together, I didn’t know who was attacking us, but it was 
obvious we were being attacked. 


SELECT: I knew there was friction between the United States and 
Japan, I didn't know that it was anywhere near an actual attack. 


13:13 
CD: Do you remember what you did on Saturday December 6"? 


JE: Yes, I went ashore that evening and went over to the Block 
Recreation Center to the battle of the bands. And a number of the 
ships had their own bands in those days and they were having a 
contest to decide which band was the best. And when I got over there 
I discovered that they also had a jitter bug contest and I asked seven 
different girls if they would (14:00) dance with me and they all 
turned me down. And uh, I guess at age 17 I was very youthful and of 
course I was a seaman second class which was the lowest grade in the 
navy and uh, I was standing there wondering what I was going to do 
and this chief petty officer approached me and he said ‘I saw you 
asking those girls to dance’ he said ‘will you dance with my 
daughter?’ I was a little reluctant, ‘I don’t know about that’ and he 
said ‘well here she is’ and he pointed her out to me and she was a 
little girl, he said she was fourteen years old, later on it turned out 
she was ten years old. So she was a small girl, skinny but he said that 
she can really dance, so I said ‘well, what the hell, ok chief’ (15:00). 
So I went over to the daughter and that was kind of interesting 
because years later when she had found me she didn’t think her 
father was at the dance that night, she was there with her fifteen year 
old brother and when I told her that her father had asked me to dance 
with her she didn’t believe it. It took me a long while to convince her 
that that happened, he was keeping an eye on her and he didn’t want 
her to know it. So, but anyway we went out and danced and there 
were three dances in two sets and there were several judges on the 
floor and when a judge tapped you on the shoulder that meant you’d 
have to leave the dance floor. So at the end of the first set of three 
dances we were still on the dance floor and (16:00) intermission was 


called and we were just standing around waiting for the second and 
some of these girls who had turned me down came over and said uh, 
‘you kids’ including me, so they must have thought I was pretty much 
a kid ‘you kids are gonna win this thing and we want to help ya’ and 
they gave us a bunch of tips, of which I employed, swinging her up in 
the air and down between my legs and back up and over the left hip 
and back up and over the right, right hip and we did those things. And 
when the third set was over we were the only couple left on the floor, 
so we won the contest and her father, after the dance was over, I left 
the little girl and I was out in the arena, and her father (17:00) came 
up to me again and this time, he was crying (laughs) and this time, he 
was the chief radioman, chief petty officer and his name was 
Campbell, I didn’t know it then, he gave me a little slip of paper, it 
had his quarters number on it and he said ‘tomorrow, I want you to 
come to my quarters at noon for fried chicken’ and I hadn’t been in a 
private home for almost six months you know, so I was really kinda 
anxious to do that and uh, I put the little piece of paper in my pocket 
and he disappeared because he didn’t want his daughter to know that 
he was there and uh, the next day all hell broke loose and I lost the 
little slip of paper (18:00), I didn’t know the girls name, I forgot his 
name, I think I forgot everything we had just been hit really hard you 
know. And uh, she continued to search for me for the next 59 anda 
half years and finally found me through a couple of letters she wrote, 
it was kind of interesting. But I went back to my ship, I was on a high 
you know, it was a pretty good feeling. So, the next morning I was up 
and all dressed and I had my work assignment every morning I had to 
clean the combing and the bright work around one of the ladders, that 
was my job everyday, Sundays included, and I had done that and I’d 
had breakfast and uh, I was trying to decide whether (19:00) to stay 
onboard and go to church or go over to Ihia where they had a larger 
church service and more formal and before I made up my mind things 
started happening. (laughs) as you know. 


19:22 
CD: (Something, something) at that time. That was an interesting 
story, we interviewed her yesterday. 


JE: Yes, you know Pat. 


CD: Yes, Pat. Could you walk me through your day on the 7", where 
you were, what you did, what you saw? 


19:40 

JE: Well, we, Il start at where I left you I was uh, I had done all the 
things that I had to do and I was on the third deck where I lived in the 
forward battle dressing station, that’s where I swung my hammock 


and uh, (20:00) and I was just standing around talking and I hadn’t 
quite decided what I was going to do and all of a sudden the general 
alarm sounded ‘gong, gong gong’ and that meant go to your battle 
stations post-hast. Well, we thought it was a drill so instead of running 
as we normally did we were walking with the frown on our face you 
know, and ‘why are they doing this on a Sunday?’ you know, we were 
very upset about it and finally I’m going up the ladder now and all of a 
sudden there was a ‘whooooo’ in the back ground, and what’s that? 
So, I started moving a little bit faster and as I got on the deck and was 
moving (21:00) to the next ladder I had to go up, and another one 
‘mmmmwooooooo’ and what those ‘mwo’s where were bombs 
dropping on Ford Island. The Japanese attack, the Japanese properly 
attacked the airbases first in order to knock out the opposing air and, 
and Ford Island was one of those air bases so they were hit first, and 
by the time I got to the main deck and stepped so I could go to the 
foretop, I could see Ford Island and I could see the big hanger and 
one of the doors was blown off it’s hinges, there were fires in aircraft, 
there were OSTUs turned upside down, there were PBYs burning, 
they hit them pretty darn hard (22:00). And I went on up to the 
foretop, which was my battle station and as I got there, I think it was 
the first torpedo plane because I certainly didn’t see any others, but a 
torpedo plane flew between the USS Oklahoma and the West Virginia 
and flew right over our bow and he was at exactly the altitude I was 
at, 110 feet above the water, and uh it was a two seat torpedo plane, 
and as they flew over our bow the man in the rear seat was clearly 
visible to me and he turned his head and looked at me and I (23:00) 
looked at him and he was gone. But it was very interesting to me 
because he had a green house, he was enclosed in this plastic bubble 
and uh, this green house was closed and normally it would be open 
and normally he would have his 30 caliber machine gun out and 
mounted and he would be firing at somebody, but in this case he 
didn’t, it was still in the racks. I’ve often wondered about that, and the 
only thing I can think of is that the torpedo pilots knew that they had 
to get out of there fast because they knew that when the battleships 
opened fire it was going to be rough and so he had this sliding door 
closed to give him a little more speed and if he’d opened it there 
would be a drag (24:00) and, and I’m guess because I really don’t 
know. But if I had a potato in my hand I could have hit him with it, he 
was that close and if he had a potato in his hand he could have hit me 
(laughs), so it was kind of exciting. And from that I watched, from a 
hundred and ten feet above the deck or water rather, and uh, in the 
center of Battleship Row, the bulk of the battleships were in what we 
called Battleship Row and if you placed a bull’s eye over Battleship 
Row, the Tennessee was in the bull’s eye. So, so I really had the best 
seat in the house I think. So I watched all the torpedo planes come in 
and they dropped, for the most part they dropped seven torpedoes on 


every (25:00) battleship that was exposed and, and to my knowledge, 
there were no duds, all of those torpedoes worked. And I thought that 
was kind of startling. Uh, as soon as the torpedo planes finished their 
job, the dive-bombers came in, and they were not like our dive- 
bombers, our dive-bombers flew to the target and you know they 
almost came straight down (gestures), but theirs came in in a glide 
(gestures), more of a kind of stretched out glide. But uh, they were 
pretty good, they mostly hit their targets and uh, Tennessee got hit a 
couple of times and that gave me (26:00) and that gave me the 
Purple Heart. Uh, all of the battleships seemed to have been hit from 
two to six bombs, interestingly there were a lot of bombs that were 
dropped, and some of these were horizontal bombers after the dive 
bombers came in then we got the horizontal bombers and early in the 
attack it appeared to me that the horizontal bombers were lower that 
they were during the later attack and I believe that to be true, it’s a 
personal observation and I think the reason for that is that by this 
time they were beginning to respect our anti, anti aircraft fire and 
they wanted to get a little higher if they could (27:00), so they were 
fudging, and I don’t blame them, it was a pretty hot and heavy place, 
but it saddens me to say that I only saw six Japanese planes go down. 
We did not do very well in our gunnery, and one of the reasons... 


27:20 
CD: Gonna have to stop you, you can hear that. (background noise) 


27:30 
CD: You were talking about seeing the Japanese planes go down Jack. 


JE: Yes, uh I saw only six Japanese planes hit and, and we didn’t do 
very well with our gunnery. It was the 5 inch, 50 caliber anti aircraft 
guns that we had were really more suited to short range surface 
warfare (28:00) than they were to anti aircraft and while the 
Tennessee had more battle efficiency ease than any other battleship in 
the fleet I never saw the Tennessee hit one airplane and I was really 
disgusted (laughs), I thought we should have been leading the pack, 
we should have been knocking those guys down, but it was not that 
kind of day. They took us by surprise and by the time we recovered it 
was pretty much to late, they had accomplished their mission of, of 
sinking a lot of us and, it was a bad day at black rock. 


28:47 
CD: Did you see the Arizona get hit? 


JE: I didn’t see it, but I felt it. 


CD: Could you describe that? 


JE: Uh, the Arizona was a stern (29:00) of the Tennessee and uh, 
when it blew up the force of the explosion was so strong that I was 
afraid that the whole forward mass of the Tennessee was going to 
snap off. It felt (gestures) like that, fortunately we didn’t and uh, I 
turned in time to see several chunks of metal, the size of locomotives, 
flying through the air, big pieces of the Arizona, so I knew it was a 
tremendous explosion. And shortly after that we were just engulfed in 
very heavy, black smoke that had so much oil in it that we had to 
breathe (30:00) through our skive shirts to sort of filter out the oil 
particles, it was uh, and of course at that time I lost sight of the big 
pieces of metal and I have no idea where they landed, never, couldn’t 
see. And we spent quite a bit of time in smoke, and it seemed at one 
point that every ship along Battleship Row was on fire, the Tennessee 
was on fire, the West Virginia was on fire, the Oklahoma would have 
been on fire because it turned upside down, the Maryland may have 
escaped the fire but still had small fires and the California was on fire. 
It was uh, and all of that oil (31:00) from the Arizona came right 
through Battleship Row on both sides, and it brought the fire with it. 
So it was an inferno, it was uh, devastating, and uh, one of the... 
yeah? 


31:19 
CD: We have to change tapes Jack. 


31:23 
End. 


